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“Who does not know his past cannot live his present and future.”
His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan (1918 - 2004)
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“Preparing for the future, near or far, starts today, not tomorrow.”
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan (1948 - 2022)
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In the Year of the 50th Anniversary since the foundation of the United Arab Emirates, it was our wish to unite in one work of art the memory of the Founder of the
United Arab Emirates, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al Nahyan and his son, the late Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed al Nahyan.

The legacy of the first two Presidents of the United Arab Emirates takes the shape of a finely calligraphed the Falcon, symbol of the Country, joining the most famous
statements they made in life. Today, they appear even more meaningful while giving us a clear vision for future generations.

The Caracal 2011 unique pistol, with 24 Carat Gold inlaid masterwork, was the craft of Master Calligrapher Amjed Rifaie, whose work decorate important buildings
such as the FAO-United Nations in Rome, Italy, and Master Engraver Stefano Pedretti, who has been delivering engraved weapons to Royal Families in Europe, as

well as high ranking Collectors worldwide.

The Caracal 2011 Spirit of the Emirates has been created in an exclusive limited-edition series and will be unveiled at Adihex 2022.
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The UAE’s founding father His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and his successor
H.H. Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan left behind a legacy of noble values like charity,
equality, generosity, and tolerance while driving the nation towards a bright economic future
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TRANS/FORMING REALITY,
PREPARING THE FUTURE

What makes a man a dreamer?

The ability to interrogate the present and the sensitivity to follow those

answers help design a better future. For sure, the falcon symbol emble-

atically stands as the UAE people’s inner-speaking vocation to follow a
progress-driven demeanour with strength and courage. s

Under the flag of unity and pride, the United Arab Emirates> history is constellat-
ed by huge transformations undertaken in the wake of faithfulness to traditional
values. Traditions are an integral part of the UAEss success and national identity
and will continue to guide the country’s progress in the years ahead.

Still, the evocation of legendary hunting adventures and the falcon as
the hunterss best companion enacts a narrative where the loyalty to

At Caracal, we trust in this. This is why we believe that technological advance- L o o) "=
traditional values and nature is uninterrupted.

ment and tireless research in the field of defence is never disjoint from a broad
international though culturally embedded perspective; a core vision that makes
us stand as a UAE excellence in the world. The Spirit of the Emirates project
emblematically embodies this mission. It merges ballistic precision and the best
shooting performance with a contemporary evocation of the United Arab Emir-
ates’ culture, love for beauty, and penchant for uniqueness.

The unique, masterly calligraphed design in the shape of the falcon
of the Spirit of the Emirates pistol wants to celebrate the traditional
art of al-khatt (Arabic calligraphy), the values of foriress, courage,
and determination that feature the hunter. And a true dreamer too.
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A CULTURAL EMBEDDED VISION:
CARACAL COMMITS TO ARTS AND CRAFTS

The 2021 year has been a milestone for the history of the United Arab Emirates and, broadly speaking, for Arabic culture’s acknowledgment too. In 2020, UNES-
CO added Arabic calligraphy to its Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity list, describing it as “the artistic practice of handwriting Arabic script in a fluid manner
to convey harmony and grace.” The biennium 2020-21 has been devoted to evaluating and preserving this ancient art. Exquisite engraving applied to firearms is
a customary example of art combined with fine handcrafting and avant-garde technical performance.

In this wake, Caracal consciously chose to celebrate this glorious moment in the UAE’s path towards the future and this crucial acknowledgment of Arabic cultural
legacy in a unique project, the first one of this kind. In order to devise the Spirit of the Emirates pistol, Caracal called for contribution two among the top-tier artists
and engravers worldwide. The Master Calligrapher Amjed Rifaie, whose work decorates important buildings such as the FAO-United Nations in Rome, ltaly, and
the Master Engraver Stefano Pedretti, who has been delivering engraved weapons to Royal Families in Europe, as well as high ranking Collectors worldwide. The
Spirit of the Emirates pistol came to light according to a thoughtful concept that wants to celebrate traditional arts and crafts while committing to preparing a secure
and sustainable future.
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Mr. Hamad Al Ameri, CEO of Caracal
and Mr. Nicola BandinifiCEO of XDB
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A MARVEL COMES TO LIFE

The penchant for innovation, care for details, patience, passion, and gifted
hands tirelessly working more than 180 hours just to realize the calligraphy and
engraving of the Spirit of the Emirates.

These are the secret ingredients that made this project an incredible achieve-
ment. Sustained by the project developers, Caracal CEO Mr. Hamad al-Ameri,
the fine arms expert and gunmaker Mr. Nicola Bandini and Dr. Chiara Fontana,
Philologist specialized in Arabic Language and Literature, worldwide renowned
Masters Amjed Rifaie and Stefano Pedretti invested incredible efforts into this
mission.

Here, they tell us more about the family thread that brought them to commit to
their arts and the passion that moved them to the realization of the Spirit of the
Emirates pistol. Indeed, more than being a gun, it's a marvel that comes to life.
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AMJED RIFAIE
MASTER CALLIGRAPHER

Arabic calligraphy is a timeless ritual encompassing technique, love for lan-
guage’s richness, and spirituality. It is an artistic expression that allows you
to try your hand at a new code, enhancing your thoughts and feelings. Every
time | compose, in fact, | feel a great peace inside, as if all the pains and
anxieties have been moving away.

I have cultivated this treasure from my family’s tradition, where Arabic callig-
raphy is practiced as a means of meditation and concentration.

For me, working on the Spirit of the Emirates has been a unique trip across
tradition, modernity, and elegance.

As a calligrapher, | feel this project sets a new horizon for my art in terms of
applicability to firearms decoration - a field unexplored so far - fine engrav-
ing, and further experimentation and intersection across these fields.
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STEFANO PEDRETTI
MASTER ENGRAVER

As a child back from school, | used to stop and watch my father engraving
patiently - and it all started like this! Today, | devote myself to bringing that
metal to life, which seems so cold but gives me great emotions.

Every time | engrave, | try to instill in my works my own passion for hunting
and customize my design to the client’s approach and sensitivity. The great-
est satisfaction is to see the customer remembering his moments spent sur-
rounded by wild nature on his rifle. Here, | feel | was able to convey into a
picture the essence of a whole life spent studying animals and their habitat.

This new project, Spirit of the Emirates, really excited me. | think it provides
a ground-breaking vision of engraving in the Arab world and beyond. | am
looking forward to exploring this path more.

- Dr. Chiara Fontana and «

“Master Stefano Pedrefti
discuss the details =
thei: .engraving of th
”Sﬁf‘p}l- of the Emirates” "
-\.LL\} -.|



The finished, deep engraving of the slide, with the first 24 Carat Gold
inlay appearing.
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The finished Gold Inlay is overflowing the engraving and requires a
long process of sanding down to the steel level.

The Gold wire is hammered in the engraving in a cold
forging process.

final fine honing is under way.
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THE MAKING OF
THE SPIRT OF THE EMIRATES PISTOL

To design, build and engrave a special project, fully functional and Proof House compliant modern
semiautomatic pistol is not an easy task.

The endeavour starts with designing a new and more engraving-suitable pistol components profile, such
as for instance the slide and upper frame, which in the case of the “Spirit of the Emirates” pistol are
rounded rather than sharp-edged, as for the other standard versions of the well-established Caracal

2011 Sport Pistol.

After the metal new design, the project itself takes shape: beginning with the meetings of the conceptual
and industrial teams, the Artists and the advisers to the CIP-compliance requirements.

All parts of the limited series are then manufactured, the designated components engraved, gold-inlaid,
vacuum heattreated, hand honed, assembled in-the-white, fire tested extensively, before the selective
surface finish of the various metals and the final CIP Proof House marking.
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MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS

The Spirit of the Emirates Pistol has been designed and built without compro-
mise: all the parts are made strictly from solid billets of metal, without using any
casting or simplified manufacturing, as per large serial products on the world
markets.

The Slide and Upper Frame are machined from solid billets of high tensile steel
39NiCrMo4, while the Under Frame Grip is machined from a single billet of
Aerospace Alloy AL7075 “Ergal”.

The Barrel, chambered for the caliber 9x19 Luger, is also made from a solid bar
of 36NiCrMo3 steel and fully coated with Titanium Nitrite, the same wear-im-
pervious material used to coat milling plaques.

All steel components have been vacuum heat treated, to respect best tolerances
and dimensional properties, while the light alloy parts are Hard Anodized for
ever-lasting use and conservation over decades.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Pistol Type Short Recoil
Colt modified
lock system

Caliber 9x19 Luger

Magazine 17 Rounds

Barrel Length 5 Inches

Overall Length 220mm

Overall Height 152mm

Overall Thickness 42mm

Total Weight (unloaded) 1270grs

Notes: All pistols are CIP Proofed with Serial Number

Certificate. 24 Carat Gold Inlay, 24 Carat Gold Plated
parts. The Pistol comes with a wooden Presentation Case.
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THE ENGRAVINGS AND GOLD INLAY

The most notable exercise planned and successfully carried forth with the Spirit of the Emirates 2011 Pistol | is certainly the engraving and 24-Carat gold inlay plan.
The design of the Falcon and the and the Arabic Logos “Ruh al-imarat” and “Caracal” stems from the work of Master Calligrapher Amjed Rifaie.

The engravings and 24-Carat gold inlay has been commissioned to one of the top world engraving ateliers in Italy, who painstakingly elaborated the placement
and the proportions of the Falcon and logos, during the Spring and Summer of 2022.

The process of engraving and gold inlay takes days of extremely skilled work in the hands of very few people left in Europe enduring in this art. The intricate details
include metal hardening, engraving, 24-Carat gold inlaying, honing, blueing, leaving no margin for error.

The final touch on the Spirit of the Emirates 2011 Pistol is certainly represented by the luxury wooden presentation case, made of exotic woods and encrusted with
the Wissam-style calligraphed seal “Spirit of the Emirates” logo on the lid, while another calligraphed “Caracal” logo is affixed to the interior of the box. A Unicity
Certificate and CIP Proof House Certificate are also sealed in the box.
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